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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  East  EUoe  Rural 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestion  made  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  my  Report  for  the  year  1940  is  an  interim  one  and  has 
been  condensed  as  far  as  is  practicable  while  maintaining  a 
record  of  the  state  of  the  health  of  the  district  for  the  year. 

During  the  year,  owing  to  the  war,  apart  from  improvements 
in  the  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  Service  in  the  urban  areas, 
the  establishment  of  a comprehensive  salvage  scheme  for  the 
whole  district  and  the  part  preparation  of  a scheme  for  the  treat- 
ment and  disposal  of  foodstuffs  contaminated  by  poison  gas,  no 
new  developments  have  taken  place.  Where,  through  inspec- 
tion, unfit  houses,  unsatisfactory  drainage  arrangements,  etc., 
have  been  found  it  has  usually  only  been  practicable  to  require 
the  minimum  as  regards  repairs  or  alterations.  In  effect  much  of 
the  housing  work  has  had  to  be  a mere  patching  up.  It  has  to 
be  remembered  that  slum  clearance  has  only  just  begun  in  the 
district  and  that  there  are  many  houses  in  all  parts  which  in 
normal  times  would  be  included  in  slum  clearance  schemes. 
Where  defects  are  found  in  such  a house  the  owner  is  only  asked 
to  make  the  premises  weather-proof  and  remedy  some  of  the 
more  serious  defects  as  far  as  it  is  possible.  The  houses  cannot, 
of  course,  be  regarded  as  being  “ fit  in  all  respects”  but  by  repair 
work  are  being  kept  from  further  dilapidation. 

Most  of  my  remarks  made  on  the  state  of  the  district  in  1939 
apply  to  1940,  and  I particularly  wish  the  Council  to  be  under 
no  misapprehension  that  owing  to  the  small  staff,  which  has 
been  further  depleted  during  the  year,  inspection  of  premises  of 
all  kinds  is  in  my  opinion  grossly  insufficient  and  because  of  this 
the  Council  is  hardly  fulfilling  its  obligations  under  many  Acts— 
particularly  those  concerning  milk  production,  food  and  food 
preparation.  I wish  also  to  point  out  that  although  the  question 
of  staff  may  be  difficult  during  the  war,  this  deficiency  was 
pointed  out  in  my  Report  for  1939  and  in  those  of  my  pre- 
decessor when  the  present  emergency  did  not  exist. 

The  need  for  main  sewerage  and  for  comprehensive  planning 
of  new  villages  with  all  urban  amenities  should  be  considered  for 
action  immediately  the  war  is  over.  It  should  be  born  in  mind 
that  there  has  been  in  the  last  few  years,  and  there  will  probably 
be  after  the  war,  a greatly  increased  demand  on  the  part  of  the 
inhabitants  of  rural  districts  for  urban  amenities  and  urban  ways 


of  living.  The  large  numbers  of  applications  received  for  vacant 
Council  houses  in  the  urban  areas  compared  with  those  in  the 
more  rural  parts  reflects  the  desire  of  the  people,  particularly  the 
younger  families,  to  live  in  small  towns  rather  than  in  isolated 
cottages.  Possibly  the  older  inhabitants  may  be  reluctant  to 
leave  the  cottages  that  they  have  lived  in  for  many  years  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  the  housing  planning  policy  of  the 
Council  must  be  a good  one,  not  only  for  today,  but  twenty  and 
forty  years  hence — you  are  planning  for  the  future  and  therefore 
those  men  and  women  who  will  be  living  then  are  the  ones  who 
should  be  considered  most. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  W.  B.  Hitchings  for  much  of  the 
material  included  in  this  Report,  and  in  conclusion,  I wish  to 
express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee  for  their  courtesy  and  co-operation,  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  Assistant  for  the  excellent  work  done 
during  the  year,  and  to  the  other  Officers  of  the  Council  for 
their  help  and  advice  on  many  problems. 
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East  Elloe  Rural  District  Council 


Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 


Chairman  : 

Councillor  H.  W.  FARROW,  J.P. 
Members  : 

Councillor  C.  I.  PATCHETT,  J.P. 

G.  A.  MITCHELL,  J.P. 

R.  G.  BARWELL 
„ F.  BAXTER 

„ J.  J.  BEMROSE 

F.  BOWD,  J.P. 

G.  CAMPLING 

„ G.  H.  CAMPLING,  J.P. 

J.  DICKINSON 
„ H.  GROUND 

„ W.  KNOTT 

A.  G.  LENTON,  J.P. 

A.  RITCHIE 
A.  WELLS 
G.  B.  WILSON 
,,  R.  BEBA 

(to  the  2nd  May,  1940) 

T.  O.  PIGGINS 

(from  the  30th  May,  1940) 

Rev.  C.  V.  BROWNE-WILKINSON 

(up  to  30th  May,  1940) 

„ A.  E.  FARROW,  J.P. 

(from  the  30th  May,  194c) 
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Staff  of  the  Health  Department. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  — 


C.  W.  DIXON, 


M.D.,  B.S.(Lond.),  D.L.O.,  D.C.H.,  D 


Sanitary  Inspectors— 

W.  B.  HITCHINGS,  B.Sc.,  A.R.San.I. 
R.  H.  GREGORY,  M.S.I.A. 

to 

Assistantfl  nspectoi — 

D.  T.  BROWN 


Meat  hispectors — 


J.  BEEKEN 

(until  30th  June,  1940) 


G.  HALL 

(ijntil  30th  June,  1940) 


.P.H. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  in  Acres  ...  85,650. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of 

resident  population,  mid-year  1940  ...  j 

and  average  population  appropriate  to  the  r 22,220 
calculation  of  the  death  rates  ...  J 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1940)  ...  6.182 

Rateable  Value  (31/3/41)  ...  £66,132 


F. 

177  ) Birth  rate  per  1000  of 

(-estimated  resident  popu- 
8 nation  mid-1940  ...  16.65 

185 


Penny  Rate  (31/3/41) 


£272 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics. 

Total  M. 

Legitimate...  350  173 


Live  Births 


Illegitimate  ...20  12 


Total  Live  Births  ...  370  185 


Still  Births  | 


Legitimate  ...  10 
Illegitimate...  1 


5 5 ) Fate  per  1000  Total 

y (live  and  still)  births — 
1 — > 28.88 


Total  Still  Births  ...  11  6 5 


Deaths 


\ Death  rate  per  1000  of 

248  127  121  i estimated  resident  popu- 

1 lation  ...  11.16 


The  death  rate  given  above  is  the  “crude  death  rate,”  that  is, 
the  number  of  deaths  of  East  Elloe  residents  per  1000  of  the  pop- 
ulation. For  the  purpose  of  comparison  with  other  districts,  this 
crude  death  rate  is  adjusted  as  it  does  not  take  into  account  the 
type  of  population,  e.g.  whether  composed  mainly  of  old  or  young 
persons,  or  containing  other  than  the  normal  proportions  of  males 
and  females.  The  adjusting  factor  allocated  to  East  Elloe  for  1940 
by  the  Registrar-General,  known  as  the  “areal  comparability  factor,” 
is  1.02,  and  when  the  crude  death  rate  is  multiplied  by  this  factor, 
the  adjusted  death  rate  for  East  Elloe  is  11.38. 


Deaths  from  puerperal  and  other  maternal  causes  : 

Rate  per  1000,  total 
Deaths.  (live  and  still)  births 
Puerperal  and  post-abortional  sepsis  Nil.  00.00 

Other  maternal  causes  •••  • ••  2 5.25 


Total 


5.25 
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Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 


Total 

M. 

F. 

Number  of  Deaths!  ^5 

( Illegitimate  5 

11 

2 

4 

3 

Total  •••  20 

13 

7 

Death  rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

• • • 

54.05 

Legitimate  infants  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live  births 

42.85 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  ,, 

. . . 

250.00 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . 44 

23 

21 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  2 

1 

1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 

— 

— 

„ ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  — 

— 

— 

Comments  on  the  Vital  Statistics. 

The  birth  rate  of  16.65  per  1,000  estimated  population  is 
higher  than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales  of  14.6  and  also 
higher  than  the  rate  for  East  Elloe  for  last  year  of  16.12. 

The  adjusted  death  rate  for  East  Elloe  of  11.38  is  well  below 
that  for  England  and  Wales  of  14.3.  It  is  however  higher  than  the 
rate  for  last  year  but  so  is  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  and  it  is 
rather  interesting  to  note  that  the  increase  in  both  cases  is  very 
similar — a little  over  2 per  1,000  population. 

It  is  of  some  interest  to  note  that  the  infant  mortality  rate 
remains  more  or  less  constant  in  the  district.  Closer  investigation 
of  the  causes  of  death  reveals  that  a number  of  them  are  prevent- 
able, the  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  contributing  in  no 
small  way. 

The  maternal  mortality  rate  has  also  been  stationary  during 
the  last  five  years.  Analysis  of  the  causes  of  death  in  this  type  of 
case  reveals  that  probably  fifty  per  cent,  of  these  could  be  pre- 
vented if  adequate  hospital  facilities  were  available  near  at  hand. 
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Total  Deaths  in  East  Elloe  during  1940 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female 

Total 

All  causes 

127 

121 

248 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

1 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

6 

5 

11 

Other  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

3 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

Measles 

1 

1 

2 

Acute  polio-myelitis  and  polio- 
encephalitis 

Acute  infantile  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  body  cavity  and 
oesoph.  (M)  uterus  (F) 

4 

_____ 

4 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

7 

10 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

3 

3 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

16 

11 

27 

Diabetes 

1 

— 

1 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

12 

12 

24 

Heart  disease 

21 

23 

44 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

6 

11 

Bronchitis 

8 

11 

19 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

2 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

1 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

— 

— 

— 

Appendicitis 

- — 

— 

— 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

3 

5 

Nephritis 

2 

4 

6 

Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis 

— 

— 

— 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

2 

2 

Premature  birth 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations,  etc. 

6 

5 

11 

Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

Road  Traffic  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

Other  violent  causes 

1 

3 

4 

All  other  causes 

25 

18 

43 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


Bacteriological  work  is  carried  out  at  the  County  Laboratory 
at  Boston,  to  which  all  specimens  from  the  area  are  sent. 

An  ambulance  is  available  for  cases  of  infectious  disease.  For 
ordinary  medical,  surgical  and  accident  cases,  transport  is  afforded 
by  the  Spalding  Joint  Ambulance  Committee  which  consists  of 
representatives  of  the  Spalding  Urban  and  Rural  Authorities  and 
the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade.  East  Elloe  contributes  to  this 
Committee  on  a mileage  basis  for  approved  necessitous  cases,  but 
bears  no  share  of  the  general  expenses. 

There  are  three  A.R.P.  ambulances  stationed  in  the  area  and 
they  are  available  when  the  usual  ambulance  cannot  be  obtained. 

Home  nursing  is  carried  out  by  the  various  local  Nursing 
Associations.  The  Local  Authority  employs  no  nurses  of  its  own. 
The  County  Council  provides  centres  for  Tuberculosis  and  Mater- 
nity and  Child  Welfare  work  at  Hoi  beach,  Long  Sutton  and 
Sutton  Bridge. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  accommodated  at  Boston  in  the 
Hospital  of  the  County  of  Holland  Joint  Board  to  which  the  East 
Elloe  R.D.C.  is  a contributory  authority.  The  Isolation  Hospital 
at  Fleet  is  reserved  for  cases  of  smallpox. 

During  the  year,  in  August,  the  Casual  Wards  at  Holbeach 
were  converted  into  an  Emergency  Hospital  with  75  beds — the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  acting  as  Medical  Superintendent.  Al- 
though primarily  for  the  use  of  service  sick  and  air  raid  casualities, 
it  is  hoped  that  when  working  and  fitted  completely  it  will  be 
available  for  some  of  the  emergency  cases  from  the  area.  Certain 
cases  of  notifiable  disease,  such  as  cerebro-spinal  fever,  pneumonia 
etc.,  could  well  be  treated  there  and  so  relieve  the  accommodation 
at  the  Joint  Board  Hospital  at  Boston,  which  at  times  is  hard 
pressed. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water. 

Samples  of  the  water  are  taken  regularly  for  the  purpose  of 
bacteriological  examination.  All  those  taken  of  the  main  supply 
have  been  satisfactory. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Owing  to  the  war,  it  has  not  been  possible  to  go  any  further 
with  the  proposed  scheme  for  sewage  disposal  in  the  three  ‘urban” 
areas  of  Holbeach,  Long  Sutton  and  Sutton  Bridge. 
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Public  Conveniences. 

There  are  public  conveniences  for  men  and  women  at  Holbeach 
and  Long  Sutton.  At  Sutton  Bridge,  there  is  a men’s  convenience 
but  this  is  in  a very  unsatisfactory  condition  and  needs  reconstruc- 
tion. There  is  urgent  need  for  a convenience  for  women  at  Sutton 
Bridge.  Unsuccessful  efforts  were  made  to  obtain  a site  for  the  con- 
struction of  public  conveniences  for  men  and  women  at  Sutton  Bridge. 

/ 

Public  Cleansing. 

A unified  contract  scheme  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of 
refuse,  night-soil  and  cesspool  contents  has  now  been  brought  into 
operation. 

The  scheme  commenced  at  Sutton  Bridge,  Long  Sutton,  Lutton 
and  Gedney  on  the  1st  January,  1940,  and  at  Holbeach  on  the  1st 
April,  1940.  Owing  to  certain  difficulties,  the  collection  at  Holbeach 
was  carried  out  for  a few  weeks  in  April  with  a horse  and  cart. 

An  S.  & D.  10  cubic  yard  freighter  is  used  for  the  collection 
of  domestic  refuse.  This  vehicle  is  fitted  with  water-tight  rear  doors 
so  that  it  can  be  used  for  the  collection  of  night-soil.  Cesspools 
and  vaults  are  usually  emptied  by  an  S.  & D.  cesspool  emptier  and 
this  method  has  proved  most  satisfactory. 

Unfortunately,  owing  to  difficulties  in  obtaining  vehicles  it  was 
not  possible  to  have  a cesspool  emptier  stationed  permanently  in  the 
district.  This  meant  that  service  could  not  always  be  given  within 
a reasonable  time,  and,  in  some  cases,  there  was  a delay  of  two 
months  or  so.  These  difficulties  were  increased  by  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  disposal  arrangements  in  use  are  not  of  a satisfactory 
design  and  the  cesspools  required  emptying  at  short  intervals.  Many 
of  the  cesspools  in  use  are  inadequate  in  size  and  few  have  a 
properly  designed  soakaway.  In  cesspools,  the  grease  and  scum 
floats  on  the  surface  of  the  liquid  contents  and  eventually  seals  the 
walls  of  the  cesspool  and  the  ground  around.  This  is  the  reason 
why  so  many  cesspools  function  satisfactorily  for  4-5  years  and  from 
then  on  are  a constant  source  of  trouble  owing  to  their  inability  to 
dispose  of  the  waste  water  at  the  rate  it  is  being  used  in  the  house. 

This  is  accentuated  by  the  greater  use  of  water  which  comes 
through  the  installation  of  taps  inside  the  houses  and  the  provision 
of  baths  and  water  closets.  The  approved  type  of  disposal  arrange- 
ments consists  of  a sedimentation  tank  and  a soakaway,  the  pipe 
from  the  sedimentation  tank  to  the  soakaway  being  fitted  with  a 
UT”  pipe  so  that  all  the  grease,  etc.,  is  retained  in  the  sedimen- 
tation tank,  the  effluent  passing  to  the  soakaway  being  thus 
practically  clear  water. 

The  method  adopted  for  the  disposal  of  liquid  refuse  is  of 
neccessity  crude  and  consists  of  spreading  it  on  the  surface  of  the 
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dump  and  covering  after  the  liquid  portion  has  been  absorbed. 
During  the  winter  the  low  portion  of  the  dump  became  flooded  to 
a depth  of  about  3 feet  with  water  and  the  difficulties  of  disposal 
were  therefore  much  increased.  In  addition,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  cesspool  emptier  was  only  in  the  district  for  about  one  week  in 
every  four,  the  load  was  very  heavy  and  the  dump  was  not  able  to 
take  it  satisfactorily.  No  method  for  the  disposal  of  sewage  is 
without  smell  and  unfortunately  the  Sutton  Bridge  dump  is  rather 
near  to  inhabited  houses.  This  has  lead  to  one  complaint.  Efforts 
were  made  to  obtain  a site  which  was  further  from  inhabited  houses 
but  unfortunately  they  did  net  meet  with  success. 

Housing. 

Many  of  the  houses  in  East  Elloe  are  in  a far  from  satisfactoiy 
condition.  They  suffer  from  all  the  usual  troubles  such  as  general 
disrepair,  dampness,  insufficient  headroom,  unsatisfactory  water 
supplies,  and  lack  of  drainage  facilities,  and  structual  defects. 

As  far  as  possible,  efforts  are  made  to  improve  the  condition 
of  the  cottages  but  the  position  is  difficult  in  that  in  normal  times 
there  would  be  no  question  of  repairs  with  many  of  the  cottages — 
they  would  be  dealt  with  by  the  service  of  a Demolition  Order  or 
the  making  of  a Clearance  Area.  Such  property  cannot  be  dealt 
with  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  recourse  can  only  be  made  to 
Section  92  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  A Notice  is  usually 
served  requesting  the  making  of  the  house  weatherproof  and  the 
carrying  out  of  other  essential  repairs.  Difficulty  is  experienced 
owing  to  the  inadequacey  of  Staff  in  making  the  inspections  and 
following  up  the  Notices. 

The  houses  at  Holbeach,  Whaplode  and  Tvdd  referred  to  in 
my  last  Report,  which  were  for  the  rehousing  of  tenants  of  slum 
clearance  property,  have  been  completed.  The  improvement  in  the 
general  health  and  cleanliness  of  certain  of  the  tenants  is  little  short 
of  remarkable.  There  are,  of  course,  one  or  two  back-sliders  and 
these  are  visited  as  often  as  possible. 

The  Council  undertook  the  removal  and  fumigation  en  route 
of  the  furniture  and  personal  effects  of  all  the  slum  clearance 
tenants  who  were  being  rehoused.  Through  this,  they  w ere  given  a 
good  start  in  their  newf  homes  and  no  financial  burden  was  placed 
on  them  owing  to  their  transfer  to  the  new  houses. 

Plans,  New  Buildings  and  Alterations  to  Buildings. 

Plans  inspected  included  those  for  three  wooden  buildings, 
one  house,  one  bungalow  and  four  for  alterations  and  additions. 
Buildings  w7ere  visited  a number  of  times  during  course  of  erection 
and  drains  were  inspected  and  subjected  to  the  water  and  ball  tests. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


There  is  virtually  no  inspection  of  food  or  food  premises  in  the 
district.  This  is  solely  due  to  the  lack  of  staff.  So  far,  no  large 
outbreak  of  food  poisoning  has  occured  but  great  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  tracing  possible  sources  of  infection  due  to  our  lack 
of  knowledge  of  the  number,  type,  methods  of  handling,  etc.,  of 
food  distributors  in  the  area. 

This  was  particularly  so  in  the  outbreak  of  Paratyphoid  B.  in- 
fection in  the  Long  Sutton  area,  which  was  almost  certainly  due  to 
food  contamination.  Happily,  only  eight  cases  were  notified. 

Registration  of  cowkeepers,  dairies,  bakeries,  ice-cream  and 
cooked  meat  shops,  etc.,  is  far  from  complete  and  is  in  itself  valueless 
as  no  inspections  of  premises  are  possible. 

Milk. 

Milk  production  is  not  carried  on  to  any  large  extent.  Inspec- 
tions of  dairies  and  cowsheds  cannot  be  carried  out  satisfactorily 
and  fairly  until  adequate  staff  is  available. 

Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Owing  to  the  introduction  of  the  Government’s  Centralised 
Slaughtering  Scheme,  the  use  of  all  the  slaughterhouses  in  East 
Elloe  has  been  discontinued. 

All  meat  for  the  area  is  killed  either  in  the  Spalding  Urban  or 
Rural  Districts  and  is  inspected  by  Officers  of  those  Councils.  Meat 
is  brought  in  bulk  to  Long  Sutton  and  distributed  from  the  Depot 
in  Park  Lane.  The  present  method  of  centralised  slaughter  has 
much  to  commend  it  as  now,  for  the  first  time,  it  is  possible  to 
properly  inspect  the  carcases  and  offal  of  all  slaughtered  animals. 
The  true  significance  of  this  is  to  be  seen  in  the  percentages  of 
meat  that  are  found  to  be  unfit. 

Owing  to  the  centralised  slaughtering,  the  services  of  the  two 
part-time  unqualified  meat  inspectors  were  dispensed  with  on  the 
30th  June,  1940. 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases. 

Generally,  the  numbers  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  have  been 
small.  Towards  the  end  of  October,  a minor  outbreak  of  enteric 
took  place  in  the  Long  Sutton  area,  when  a total  of  eight  cases 
of  notified.  The  causal  organism  was  Paratyphoid  B. 
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The  notification  of  whooping  cough  and  measles  was  made 
compulsory  in  October,  1939.  The  numbers  notified  during  the 
year  do  not  seem  to  be  large  but  accurate  figures  for  previous  years 
are  not  available  for  comparison  purposes. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Infants  over  one  year  of  age  can  be  treated  free  of  charge  at 
the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  During  the  year,  the  number  of 
children  whose  parents  availed  themselves  of  this  service  was  38, 
and  a further  6 were  treated  by  their  own  doctors. 

Altogether  a total  of  1965  persons  were  immunised  in  the 
area  during  the  year. 

Immunisation  of  children  of  school  age  (i.e.  5-15  years)  is 
normally  carried  out  by  the  County  School  Medical  Staff,  and  that 
of  infants  by  the  County  Medical  Staff  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 
A small  number  of  injections  are  carried  out  by  private  practitioners 
who  make  a charge  of  2/ 6d.  per  injection,  the  material  being  pro- 
vided by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  prophylactic  used  is  T.A.F.  and,  in  keeping  with  the 
County  arrangements,  two  injections  are  normally  given,  at  a 
month’s  interval. 


Number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 

Excluding  tuberculosis,  169  cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
notified. 

The  incidence  of  the  various  infections  is  shown  in  the 
following  table: — 

Total  Cases  Total 

Disease  Notified  Deaths 


Smallpox 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  11 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Enteric  Fever  (including  paratyphoid)  ...  8 

Puerperal  Causes  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  ...  2 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Rubella  (not  notifiable)  ...  ...  4 

Chicken  Pox  (not  notifiable) 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  21 


Cases  admitted  to  hospital  in  which  diag- 
nosis of  infectious  disease  not  confirm- 
ed subsequently. 


1 

2 

2 

? 


Totals  ...  173  7 


Civilian  cases  of  Rubella  tire  not  notified  and  the  above  four 
gases  refer  to  non-civilians. 
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Analysis  of  Notified  Cases  under  the  following  Age  Groups  ; 


Age  Groups  (Years). 

Disease.  -1  1-  2-  3-  4-  5-  10-  15-  20-  35-  45-  65-  Total 

Scarlet  Fever — 5 2 1 2 1 — — 11 

Diphtheria  2 — — 1 — — — 3 

Enteric  Fever — — 1 4 1 2 — 8 

Puerperal  Causes — — 1 — — — 1 

Pneumonia  — 1 — 1111  — 2 2 1 3 13 

Erysipelas  — — — 1 2 2 5 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  2 — — — — — — 2 


Totals  ...  2 1 — 1 1 8 3 2 10  5 5 5 43 


Tuberculosis. 

The  tuberculosis  arrangements  are  in  the  hands  of  the  County 
Council  but  as -Assistant  County  Medical  Officer,  I act  as  Tuber- 
culosis Officer  for  the  district. 

The  chief  difficulty  at  present  is  that  the  X-ray  facilities  at 
Boston  are  so  inconvenient  of  access  to  residents  of  this  area,  that  it 
is  difficult  to  persuade  cases  and  contacts  to  go  to  Boston  and  avail 
themselves  of  these  facilities.  This  difficulty  hampers  early  diagnosis 
and  the  satisfactory  observation  of  the  progress  of  notified  cases. 

Table  of  New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of  Deaths 

from  the  Disease. 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Age  periods 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratorv 

Respiratory 

N on-Respiratory 

in  years 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0- 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

1- 

— 

— 

■ — - — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5- 

— 

1 

1 — 

1 

— 

— 

1 

15- 

3 

2 

1 1 

— 

— 

• — 

1 

25- 

— 

2 

— — 

— • 

1 

1 

— 

35- 

2 

— 

— — 

1 

3 

— 

— 

45- 

— 

— 

— — _ 

— 

1 

1 

— 

55- 

65  and 

3 

— 

— — 

2 

— 

— 

— 

upwards 

— 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

8 

5 

2 1 

4 

5 

2 

2 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  Section  66  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1925,  or  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of 
persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eye. 
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